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INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

TO: MEMBERS, AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
VIA: Scott Erbisch, Director of Operations
FROM: Keith Kaspari, C.M., Airport Manager

SUBJECT:  Summary of CY-2008 Passenger Traffic

DATE: February 12, 2009

Maintenance Department
(906) 346-4336

Please find below a summary of the CY-2008 passenger traffic at Sawyer International Airport, with a

contrast of CY-2007. The highlights of the numbers are as follows:

CY ENPLANEMENTS DEPLANEMENTS
(Outbound) (Inbound)
2008 56,212 55,860
2007 67,517 66,164
Decrease of: -11,305 -10,304
-20.11% -18.45%

Northwest Airlink / Mesaba Airlines

2008 40,647 40,094

2007 42,386 41,408

Decrease of: -1,739 -1,314
-4.27% -3.27%

American Eagle Airlines

2008 15,565 15,766

2007 20,160 19,883

Decrease of: -4,595 -4,117
-29.50% -26.12%

Midwest Connect / Skyway Airlines

Terminated scheduled service at Sawyer as October 1, 2007.

TOTAL

112,072

133,681

-21,609
-19.28%
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AIR SERVICE NOTES —

After four years of consistent growth (2004-2007), and with growth that exceeded annual forecasts, CY-
2008 saw a significant decrease of passenger traffic traveling to and from Sawyer in contrast with CY-
2007.

With a decrease of 21,609 passengers, or an approximate decrease of 19.28%, the reductions in passenger
traffic can be attributed to the following factors:

1. Adverse weather during the first quarter, and December, resulting in a number of flight
cancellations (see attached summary);

2. In-ability to see an increase in the number of flight frequencies from both American and
Northwest for the summer travel season;

3. Extreme spikes in the cost of aviation fuel, resulting in higher fares and secondary fees (checked
baggage and fuel surcharges);

4. Loss of service from Midwest Connect dba Skyway Airlines during 2007; and,

5. During the third and fourth quarters of 2008, and with airports and airlines operating in a
depressed nationwide economy, resulted in a decrease of discretionary travel funds for both the
business and leisure traveler/s.

As was announced recently, American Eagle Airlines will reduce their current schedule of flights to
Chicago O’Hare from three to one, reducing the number of available “on-average” daily seats from 100 to
25, with the reduction in seats and flights anticipated to occur on Friday, January 30.

The remaining flight from Marquette to Milwaukee and continuing onto Chicago will revert to and
operate as a non-stop to Chicago from May 1 to around August 1, allowing us a full complement of 50-
seats for Sawyer’s summer travel season of June, July and August.

There are no service reductions anticipated by Delta / Northwest Airlines with our current flight schedule
of 4 daily flights to Detroit and one daily flight to Minneapolis-St.Paul.

Should you have any questions regarding the information contained above, please feel free to contact me
at 346-3308, x-222, or Scott Erbisch, as x-221.

Attachments ?3) Flight Cancellations Summary
2008 Sawyer Passenger Numbers (Handout at Meeting)
MDOT Statewide Passenger Numbers (Through November — Handout at Meeting)



